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Project synthesis
The overall goal of the project is to provide support to the Human Science Research Council (HSRC) for the development of a statistical master sample to be used for social research, particularly on HIV/AIDS, in South Africa.

Strategy/Objectives

This project’s general objective is to strengthen HSRC’s capacities for the production of surveys, quantitative and qualitative analyses with a view to inform debate on  social and health issues, and improve decision making capacities of government and other public institutions.  

Specifically the project will contribute to the development of a statistical Master Sample to allow for longitudinal surveys (surveys over time) to be carried out at regular intervals. This implies the identification and selection of representative households which would be visited at regular intervals to record changes over time.

Target group

The project is expected to be instrumental in the production of accurate information for decision-making institutions, governmental and non-governmental, with the view to ultimately improve service delivery to ordinary South African citizens.

Activities and Expected Results

The project will be implemented in three stages: the first is the production of Geographic Information System (GIS)-based digitised maps of 1050 selected sample areas. The stage second will be the pre-identification of ten dwellings in each sample area. The third stage will involve appropriately equipped teams to collect supplementary basic demographic information for use in future visits.
The development of this statistical tool will enable the HSRC to offer government departments at central, provincial and lower levels, as well as other institutions the capacity for tracking the impact of programmes and policy-based interventions, allowing better "evidence-based" government decision-making. 

A key information of immediate application to be gathered will be the measurement of the spread, and the impact, of the HIV/AIDS epidemic over time. The HSRC also plans to use the master sample as a tool to monitor democratic behaviour of South African citizens. While a master sample is essential for longitudinal surveys, it is also of value in improving the precision of sampling applied to ordinary once-off surveys, which the HSRC would also conduct for users.

Partner

The Human Science Research Council is a statutory institution established by an act of parliament to promote, support and co-ordinate research, advice Government on research priorities and facilitate the implementation of research findings.

Project duration

The development of the statistical tool is a one-time intervention which will take place from April to December 2002. Surveys using the sample will be produced regularly afterwards.

Funding 

The HSRC contributes with ZAR 2 M. to this project, and SDC provides a matching contribution to this effort.
Geographical area 

The project is to be implemented nation-wide. The master sample is developed from 1050 statistically representative enumerator areas covering the entire country. 

Contact address

HSRC

134 Pretorius Street

Private Bag X41
Pretoria
South Africa 0001

Tel: (012) 302 2999

Fax : (012) 326 5362

http://www.hsrc.ac.za
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Swiss Development Cooperation


1185 Park Street - Parkfield Court - Unit 4, Private Bag X37 - Hatfield - Pretoria 0028,


Tel (2712)362-2972 - Fax (2712)362-2971 - E-mail: pretoria@sdc.net
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